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ABSTRACT

A series of aliphatic internally branched poly(amido amine) dendrons and dendrimers has been synthesized. The internal branching unit was
1,2-propanediamine and a series of PAMAM-type dendrons of the types AB 2, AB4, and AB 8 were built. These were anchored on a core molecule
containing four carboxylic acid moieties and the 1,2-propanediamine unit resulted in PAMAM dendrimers with 4, 8, 16, and 32 end groups.

Future applications of dendrimers rely on efficient and prac-
tical synthetic procedures. Since the synthesis of the first
dendrimers by Vo¨gtle and co-workers in 19781 much effort
has been put into the synthesis and applications of these
aesthetically beautiful macromolecules. Catalysis, drug-de-
livery systems, molecular encapsulation, molecular light-
harvesting, guest-host chemistry, artificial antibodies, and
many other exciting applications have been suggested and
demonstrated.2

The early synthetic efforts in dendrimer synthesis applied
the divergent synthesis procedure building the dendrimers
from the core by an iterative synthetic procedure. Both major
commercially available dendrimers, the poly(propylene
amine) dendrimer3 and the poly(amido amine) dendrimer,4

were constructed by this procedure. Other types of dendrim-
ers such as Majoral’s phosphorus containing dendrimers,5

Newcome’s polyamide dendrimers,6 and Denkewalter’s poly-
lysine dendrimers7 were products of the divergent approach.

The convergent approach to dendrimer synthesis intro-
duced by Frechet and co-workers revolutionized the synthetic
approaches to monodisperse dendrimers.8 Following Fré-
chet’s poly(aryl ether) dendrons many other types of den-
drons and dendrimers have been synthesized using both
classical solution phase synthesis and solid-phase synthesis.9

Building dendrimers via the convergent approach allows for
the synthesis of nonsymmetrical dendrimers10,11 and for
specific incorporation of function into the dendrimer inter-
ior.12
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The synthesis of all-aliphatic poly(amido amine) dendrim-
ers via the convergent approach has presented a significant
challenge for solution phase synthesis.13 A major challenge
in the synthesis of nonsymmetrical dendrons with solution
phase chemistry is the fact that the use of a large excess of
reagents is often not feasible. In the classical PAMAM
dendrimer synthesis developed by Tomalia and co-workers,
a large excess of both 1,2-ethanediamine and methyl acrylate
aided the reactions in going to completion.

Herein we report a convergent regioselective synthesis of
a series of nonsymmetrical internally branched PAMAM-
type dendrimers using highly effective protection group
chemistry in combination with a very efficient peptide
coupling reagent.

The first step in the dendron synthesis was a selective boc
protection of 1,2-propanediamine on the amino group located
on the primary carbon (Scheme 1). This boc protection
proceeded selectively withtert-butyl phenyl carbonate as the
electrophile in absolute ethanol, and the product was isolated
without the use of column chromatography.14 The boc
protected diamine (1) was then reacted twice with benzyl
acrylate. This reaction was rather sluggish, but performing
the reaction neat in an excess of the Michael acceptor at 75
°C for 7 days yielded the desired product (2) in 90% yield.
This product constitutes the fully orthogonally protected AB2

wedge. The two carboxylic acid moieties are benzyl protected
and the amine is boc protected. The orthogonal deprotection
reactions proceeded smoothly by catalytic hydrogenation with
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Pd/C in ethanol (benzyl groups) and by acidolysis with TFA
in CH2Cl2 (Boc group).15 These transformations are shown
in Scheme 1.

Isolation of the free amine of the boc deprotected wedge
(3) was possible by column chromatography on silica with
some loss of yield. Distillation of this amine was not possible
due to a retro-Michael reaction producing benzyl acrylate.
These results prompted us to design a synthesis of the next
wedges using the fully protected AB2 wedge (2) as the
starting material.

Benzyl acrylate was conveniently synthesized from acrylic
acid and benzyl chloride on a large scale (3 mol) in high
yield by heating the two components in DMF with K2CO3

as the base (Scheme 2). This procedure proved superior to
previously described methods with acrylic chloride and
benzyl alcohol in our hands.

Thus, the AB2 wedge (2) was deprotected with TFA in
CH2Cl2 followed by evaporation of all volatiles. This left
the TFA salt as described above.

In the synthesis of the fully protected AB4 dendron (5)
this salt was converted to the free amine by treatment with
Et3N (in situ) and this was used directly in the coupling
reactions with the two carboxylic acid moieties in compound
4. This reaction sequence is shown in Scheme 3.16

The coupling reagent PyBOP17 was found superior to
DCC,18 TFFH,19 and a number of other commercially
available peptide coupling reagents. An advantage of amide

coupling reactions with PyBOP as the coupling reagent was
that preactivation of the carboxylic acid was avoided.

Deprotection of the boc protection group from the fully
protected AB4 wedge (5) followed by amide coupling to
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Scheme 4

Figure 1. Structure of the dendrimers9, 10, and11 prepared in
80%, 75%, and 51% yield from8 and the respective dendrons.
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compound4 yielded the fully protected AB8 wedge (6) in
excellent yield as shown in Scheme 3.

The core of the dendrimer was synthesized by tetraalkyl-
ation of 1,2-propanediamine in neat benzyl acrylate. The

resulting tetra ester (7) was transformed into the correspond-
ing tetra acid by hydrogenolysis, using Pd/C as the catalyst.
The synthesis of the core molecule is shown in Scheme 4.

The three PAMAM dendrons (2, 5, and6) were anchored
to the tetracarboxylic acid core (8) by using the deprotection/
coupling protocol used for the synthesis of the dendrons.
This yielded the series of dendrimers with 8 (9), 16 (10),
and 32 (11) benzyl ester end groups as shown in Figure 1.

The yields of the dendrimers upon anchoring of the
dendrons to the core drop with each generation presumably
due to steric congestion in the vicinity of the core.

The purity of the series of dendrimers was confirmed by
SEC, NMR, and MALDI-MS. The MALDI spectrum of the
dendrimer with 16 end groups (10) and an overlay of the
SEC spectra of the various generations of dendrimers are
shown in Figure 2. The diasteriomeric and enantiomeric
nature of the dendrimers gives rise to relatively broad NMR
spectra. This fact does not, however, interfere with the
purification of the dendrimers by size exclusion chromatog-
raphy.

In conclusion, we have presented a novel convergent
procedure for the solution phase synthesis of a series of
internally branched PAMAM dendrimers.
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Figure 2. (a) Overlay of SEC of the four dendrimers7, 9, 10, and
11 and (b) MALDI-MS spectrum of dendrimer10.
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